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Public High School Graduation Requirements 



: _ Since 1981-82^ school districts hWe sJightly increased tite nimber of credits required for 
high school graduatibn-^oih dveralLahd in science and mathematics. Moreo% er, districts plan 
to incMa&e Uieir reu]ttirenients even more by the 1987^88 school year. NeverthclesSi graduation 
requirement in die Nation's school districts will still be lower in general than the 
recommendations of the National Commission on Excellence in Ediicatioja (NCEE) These are 
some of the findings of a recent survey, of school districts conducted by the Center for Statistics 
(CS) through its Fast Response Survey System (FRSS). 



Backgrottod 

In 1982 the FRSS conducted a survey of school districts for the Nation^ Commission on 
Excellence in Education on academic requirement in high^schooU. _ Th&, alcmg wit^ many bUier 
studies^ provided da@ used by the Coxnmissioi^ Tor it^^^ oubHcafion A Nation At Risk: The 
Commission portrayed Amerl^^ "Sbite and lo^ high 

school sraduatibh requittmei^^ a minimum, all students seeking a 

diploma be required to lay the foundations in the Five New Basics.**^ 

The r^ponse to A Nation At Risk tand ofier studies criticii of the state of American 
education) wis swifts Within t yrafi Uie^Cdmsiissibii hid compiled iwb vblum^ of State^ and 
loral educational refonns* Meeting the^hallehge a^^^ The Nafioa Responds HowftvBr, 
infbriimtibn on local initiaiive& iiLlhese repdite i^itaii^ only to selected examples and wzs not 
intern^ to Jbe i^^ b^icfiy|^ ji t^ FRffi survey was designed to 

prdvide a nat i on a l pictoK of jocBd wtivities regard^ academic requirements and initkitives tb 
improve leanilng. Info was requested with respect to three points in time: 1982, 1985, 

and expectations regarding 1988. 



Credits Reqiilf ed for Gndiimtlon 

- On the avenge, sembrs ^dtmBng fr^ high school in 1&84-85 were required to have 

n cbmpleted^.3 ci^dite (table 1)? this is an increase of 0.6 credits from 1981^82, when district 

^ requirements averaged 19.7. By 1987-88^* district requirements are expected to increase to 21,0, 

^ The Increase in requirements can also be seen in the distributions of required credits. The 
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proportibh of districts Sitt relatlveljr^^^ jh 1982, for 

example, 14 percent of the districts required fewer than 18 credit; by 1985 the proportion had 
dropped to 9 percent and by 1988 it is expected to decrease to 3 percent. Conversely, the 
proportion of districts with high requirements has been increasing: from 8 percent requiring 23 
or more credits in 1982, to 12 percent in 198S, to 20 percent in 1988 (not shown iii tables). 

-_ : Public schboi distric]^ were fairly ^bmog^ 
of xlistrict size (3t metropbliJ^ status.^ For ejxample, studehts^ 
1985 were required to complete_^^ j:redits^^n the avenge,, while th^^ 
needed (table 1). Requirement by jdistdct size and metropolitan statu^ were also rather 
homogeneous In 1982, and this Is also expected to be true In 1988. Regional differences, 
however, are evident for all 3 years. Fbr example, in 1985, districts in the West and Southwest 
required about two more credits than those in other regions (21.6 credits in West and Southwest 
districts c<)mj>ared with 19.6 to i9.9 credits iii districts in other regions). Similar differences 
occurred in 1982 and are expected to occur in 1988 (table 1). 

- &^^Mition, ^ Jew districts had or will have additional reqdlremehts for coliege-bound or 
honor students: S percent In 1982, 6 percent In 1985, and 8 percent in 1988. On the average, 
coilege^bound students in these districts were required to take about 1.5 more credits for 
graduation (not shown in tables). 



Basic Course Requirements 

-Aittdugh ma^ have increased since i 982, there still is a 

subs^tial gap between district requirements and the Commission's recommendations. In 1985 
district requirements aveitiged 1.9 credits in mathematics and i.8 credits iii science^ sditiewhat 
more than the 1.6 aiid 1.5 needed In 1982 (table 2). However^ the Cbmmi$sibii*s recbmiheridar 
tidn of 3 credits in Mch subj^ect was met in 
mathemati^ and 9 percent in scii^ce (not shown In tables).^ By j9il mathematics and sc 
cequiremenb ar^ e^^ 2.6 credits, on the average, the proportion of 

districts meeting the Commission's recommendations wiii increase as well: 32 percent In 
mathematics and 16 percent In science. 

Requiremenl^ iii English and soclalz studies also Seniors 
gradjiiatihg in 1985 averaged 3.8 credits ia English or language ar^,^aiid 2JS credits in social 
studies or history C^ble 3). fijr 1988^ thi^e^equire^mM to average 3.9 and 

2.9 credits, very close to the Commission's recommendations of 4 and 3. 

Relatively few district have requirements in foreign language, although the number who 
do so is incrrasing. In 19^, 2 percent required some foreign language; this proportion 
increased to 5 percent in 1985 and will increase to II pei^iit in 1988. SimilaHy, almost ho 
districts required computer science courses iii 1982. By 1985^ 9 pei-ceiit required graduatihg 
seniors to have takeii a computer science course, :ind by 1988, 22 percent will have a similar 
requirement (hot shown in tables). Across all districts^ the average number of required credits 
in either of these subjects is quite small* -mhging from 0 to 0.2 cedits. However, In districts 
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with requirements^ the average required credits have remained stable and will continue that way: 
0.7 credits in computer science and 1.4 credits in foreiign language, on the average (not shown 
in tables). 



Time Spent in School 



In 1985, high school Jtiidents attended school tor 178 days^ and: took ah aveji^ge of 
6.1 credit classes per day (table A). Since the average class period was 51 rnihutes long, high 
school students took credit classes Tor 3D9 minutes (or 5;] hbuis]! per day--a yearly average of 
916 hours. The amount of time speiit in credit classes each day increased slightly since 1982, 
when districts reported 5 hours per day.^ 



There were regional differences in the number of hours spent in credit classes per day in 
1985 (mbie 4). Students in North Atlantic districts attended credit classes 4.5 hours per 4zy, oh 
the average, while those in the West and Southwest averaged 5.6 hojurs. Credit class tiaie m the 
Great Lakes and Plains and in the Southeast fell in between (averaging 5.1 and 53 hours). 



Homework Requirements 

One-third of the districts had fbrmal policies in 1985 requiring the regulM issignmeitt of 
homework (table 5). This figure represents an increase since 1982 when about 23 {^rcent had 
such requirements. The differences among districts, hbwev the same, targe 

districts (lOiOOO or more students} and u^ homework policies more 

frequently than sihaU district (less than 2,566 students) and rural districts (table 5). In 
addition, such policies were more prevalent in the North Atlantic region than in other regions. 



Grading Policies 



Iji 57 percent of the districts^ teacfien were feqtiirM to foUow. a district- wide grading 
E^licy (table 5). -AdimnistnUdn districts described their policies as based 

on absolute scale (i^., aicM^ a fixed standard), while 15 percent said the scale was 

relative to cla» performance (i.e., on a curve), the remaining districts used other criteria (not 
shown in tables). . District-wide policies were more prevalent in the Southeast than in other 
regions, and less prevalent in suburban than in rural districts (table 5). 



ActiviUes to Improve Achievement 

1 Adniihisdutore were also asked whether certain policies^ programs, or practices designed 
to improve achievement were used in their districts; whether they had been instituted or 
augmented since 1981-82; and for an evaluation of effectiveness. 



Program Availability 

^^ - E^ was in operation in at least 60 percent of the 

districts at the time of the survey. The second percentage given is the percentage for programs 
instituted subsequent to 1981-82. 

0 Programs to improve student attendance (90 percent, 47 percent); 

o Curriculum reform (86 percent, 65 percent); 

6 Practices to substantially reduce classroom disruption (8S percent, 54 percent); 

o Minimum grade reciulrements for participatjon in extracurricular activities 
(81 percent^ 29 percent); 

o Gifted and talented or advanced placement programs <75 percent, 47 percent): 



6 Recommendations for changes in textbooks (73 percent, 48 percent); 

6 introduction of new initiatives in mathematics, science, or technoiogy (72 percent^ 
66 percent); 

0 Study skills instruction (69 percent, 51 percent); 



6 Requirements Tbr ihservice training in effective classroom management (69 percent, 
54 percent); and 

o Policies requiring students to have more writing experience (63 percent^ 66 percent). 

Somewhat fewer districts (about 4& percent) had^r^^ the average elasi size, provided special 
diplomas or other a<^demic recbghitibh (other than honor roll), or required competency tests for 
graduation. Only 4 percent provided special academic high schools. 



Ail the edurational enhancement activities (with the exception of minimum grade 
requisi5i9ems for participation In extracurricular activities) followed a similar pattern zwith 
regani to the time they were introduced arid whether or riot they were later augmented. Some 
district! (between 5 arid 29 percent) had instituted these activities ia 1981-82 or before and had 
hot MgSieiit^ them since; Somewhat more (between 2Q and 3^ percent) had established the 
prbgn«m^<ir pplici^ by 19^^^^^ but had also augmented them subsequently." The largest 
group (between 47 and 66 percent) had initiated the activities since 1981-82 (table 6). 



Differences iii Availability by District Cliaracteristics 



— - Avsulabili^ bt Jfi to improve learning differed 

m^edly by district size, metropolitiin status and region. About two-thirds <)f these activities 
were more prevalent in urban districts and large districts than in rural districts and small 
districts (tables 7 and 8). However^ proportionately more rural than urban districts and more 
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sihaU ihm large districts required minimum grades before students could participate in 
extracurricular activities. Study skiUs Instruction and practices to reduce classroom disruption 
were equaily prevalent in large and small districts^ and in urban and riiraL districts. 
Recommendations for textbook changes showed no differences related to size. Two other 
activities showed no differences related to me^^^ reductions in average class size 

and prbvisibh of special diplomas or other academic recbgnitioh. 

- -- G avaiiabie more frequently in the North Atlantic and 

Southeast than in other regions (table 9). The &)utheast also had the highest prbporti; n bf 
districts awarding special diplomas and requiring inservice training in effective classrbbm 
managements Instraction in study skills was more prevalent in North AUant 
North Atlantic region and W^t- and Sk^uthwest reg^^^ the other regions with requirements 
for more student writing. Reductions ih^ class size, competency test requirements for 
graduatibn,__ahd inservice traihihg requirements in effective classroom management were 
available least frequently in the Great Lakes and Plains. 



Prognm Evaluation 



Administrators generally believcMl that the p^^ practices had a 

moderately jK)^ Oil^ 5-poiht scale rahgih^^ "-2" (strong 

negative efCtct) id Xst^^ effect^ average evaluations ranged from 0,9 (minimum 

grad^ requirement for particip^iM^ in extracurricular activities) to 1.4 (requirements for more 
student writing; curriculum reform; initiatives in mathematics, science, and technology; and 
specialized academic high schools). 



Survey Backgrbund 



In August 1985^ _thi5_survey^ to a stratified 

natibh^prdbability samp^^^ districts representing the estimated total of ii,248 districts 

with iugh ^hoois in the Nation, Dam collection was completed in October I98S with a 
99 percent response rate. The data were adjusted for questionnaire noiirespdhse aiid weighted 
to national totals. Ali statements of cbmparisoh made in the text are significant at the 9D 
percent cdnfidehce level or belter. Standard errbi^ for selected items are presented in table 10 
as a general guide tb the precisibh bf numbers in the tables. 



TSe^s^ pedTormed under contract with Westat, Inc., using the Fast Response 

Surve-! System (FRSS), Wwtefs Project Director was Elizabeth Farrls, and the Survey Manager 
vras iudy McNeil TTiorne. Douglas Wright was the CS Project Officer fbr this survey. FRSS 
was established by the Center for Statistics to quickly cbllect small quantities of data heeded for 
education planning and policy formulation, and to do so with minimum burden oh respondents. 
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For More liifbriiiatibii 



For ihore ihfofmatibii about this survey or the Fast Re^^ contact 

Helen Ashwick, Office for Educational Research and Improvement, Center for Statistics, 
555 New Jersey Avenue, NW., Washington, D C. 20208, telephone (202) 357-6761. 



Notes 

*U5- Department of Education,^ the Katiohal Cbmniissibh bci Excellence in Educatiaa, A 
Nation At Risk: The tmperatlve for Educajidh^ U.S. G^vernmeRt 

Printing Office, 1983. The Commission recommended the foilowing graduation requirements: 
4 years of English, 3 years of mathematics, 3 years of science, 3 years of social studies, and 
one-half year of computer science. 

^A credit was defined as a class scheduled for a mihimuni of 200 minutes per week (275 
minutes for a laboratory class) for 36 weeks. All credits have been converted to a 4-year 
b^e. 

^For convenience, school years are abbreviated as 1982, 1985, and 1988. 

^Because of the similarity of requiremehts amdiig the districts^ the variances for these 
estimates are sihadU and relatively small differences are statistically significant. Only 
differences of more than 1 credit for total requirements are disctassed. 

^CrediCs have been rounded. All districts with more than 2J5 credits in mathematics or science 
have been included in these percents. 

^Eleven j>ercent of the districts reported that they had increased the number of school days 
siihce 1982 (hot shown in tables). 

^Dam from the 1982 Fl^ survey. Because of small variances, the djfference of 10.3 minutes 
per day Is statlstirally significant. Across a school year, this difference amounts to 30.3 more 
hours of credit classes. 

^bata from the 1982 FRSS survey. 

^Based oh the number of districts that had the program at the time of the survey. 

lAii ii ziiiz III ^mi: nzi ___ __ i_: ______:i i_:i :i _ __i_ ________ _: ___:_^__:_ __„^:: 

^It should be noted that the item on the questionnaire did not specify a minimum grade 
requirement, e.g., **C' average. 

"ppr two activities (specialized an^deitiic high schpois and special dipioma or other academic 
recdgnition)v the percent of districts that had instituted the activity in 1981-82 or earlier arid 
chanf^ed it subsequently was about the same as the percent that had introduced the activity 
early but had not changed it since. 

'^1%^ ah^]^^ focus exclusively oh differences between large and small districts, and between 
urban smd rural districts. 
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table i.--Mean number of credits required for graduation » by 
year and district characteristics: United States, 
1985 



1 

District j 
characteristic | 




School year 


1981-82 


1 1984-85 


; 1987-88 


All districts with 










i9.7 


20.3 


21.0 


District size 










19.8 


20 4 


21 1 




19.5 


20.0 


20.8 


10,000 or more ............ 


19.7 


20.2 


21.2 


Region 








North Atlantic ....... . 


19.0 


19.6 


20.4 


GreatEakes and Plains . . . 


19.4 


19.9 


20.6 




19.0 


19.8 


20.9 




21.2 


21.6 


22.3 


Metropolitan status 










19.7 


20.2 


21.1 




19.8 


20.3 


21.0 




19.9 


20.5 


21.5 



NOTE. — A credit was defined as a class scheduled for _a_ minimum 
of 200 minutes per week (275 minutes for a laboratory 
class) for 36 weeks. All credits have be^ converted 
to a 4-year base. 



tabl# 2.— MMn nuaber biT aatfaeoattct and science credits required for gradaation, by year 
and district cfaaxactnistics: United States^ 1985 



District. _ 

characteristic 


• 

\ 

1 


Natheaatics 






Science 




1 
1 

! 1981-62 
1 


I I 
1 1964-85 ! 


:::: 

1987-86 


1981-82 


; 1984-85 


1 1987-88 


All districts with 
















1.6 


1.9 


2.3 


1.5 


1.8 


2.6 


District size 
















1.7 


1.9 


2.3 


1.6 


1.8 


2.0 




1.6 


1.8 


2.3 


1.4 


1.6 


2.6 




1.7 


2.0 


2.4 


1.4 


1.7 


2.1 


Region 
















1.7 


1.9 


2.4 


1.5 


1.7 


2.2 


Great Latces and Plains 


1.4 


1.7 


2.0 


1.4 


1.6 


i.8 




1.8 


2.2 


2.6 


1.6 


1.8 


2;2 




1.8 


2.1 


2.5 


1.7 


2.6 


2.2 


Netropoiitan status 
















1.7 


1.9 


2.3 


1.6 


1.8 


2.1 




1.6 


1.8 


2.3 


1.4 


1.6 


2;6 




1.7 


2.1 


2.5 


1.4 


1.7 


2.1 



miB^— A- credit was def ind as b cIbsb sdi^Isd for a «ini«iniiii of 200 minutes per week 
(275 ^tnota for a lateratory class) for 36 weeks. All credits have been 
coanrted to a k-yaar base. 
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taim 3.— Hian marb«r of English and iocial studies credits re<^ired for graduation^, 1^ year 
aiid diitrict characteristics: United States > 198S 



.. _ _ . _ 

District 
ehiricteristic 




1 ^liih/ language arts 


1 Social 

I 


s^tudies/histoi^ 


1 1981*82 

! 


1 1984*85 


1 1987*88 


1 X70X*aZ 1 


1984-85 


j 1987*88 


Alt districts with 


:: :: 














3.6 


3^8 


3.9 


2.6 


2.8 


2.9 


District size 
















3.6 


3^8 


3.9 


2.6 


2.8 


2.9 


^ - Q oee 


3.7 


3^8 


3.9 


z. / 


2.7 


2.8 




3.6 


3.7 


3.8 


2.6 


2.8 


2.9 


Ri^icni 
















4.0 


4.0 


4.6 


3.1 


3.1 


3.2 


Great_i<akes and Plains . 


3.4 


3.6 


3.7 


2.5 


2.7 


2.8 




3.9 


3.9 


4.6 


2.4 


2.5 


2.7 




3.6 


3.8 


3.9 


2.6 


2.8 


2.9 


Msitropblitah status 
















3.6 


3.8 


3.9 


2.6 


2.8 


2.9 




3.7 


3.8 


3.9 


2.6 


2.8 


2.9 




3.7 


3.8 


3.9 


2.6 


2.7 


^.9 



1KI1X.--A credit was defined as a class scheduled for a m-in-imiiw of 200 nlitutes per week 
(275 Himfes for a labonLtoxy class) for 36 weeks. All credits have been 
converted to a 4'-yew base. 



o 

ERIC 



tabt« 4.— »HMn nuBbcr of school per year, credit classes per day, oiittiites per credit class, 
and Biiiiates of credit classes per day, by district characteristics: Uhited States, 1985 



District^ 
characteristic 



Mean number 



All districts with 
hi^ schools 

biitrict site 

Less than 2^500 

2|5dd - 9,999 ......... 

lO^ObO or aore 

Region 

north Atlantic 

Great Liim and Plains 
Sou^aiistB.^.... ....... 

ileit a^ Soutfaiiest 

Hetfopoiitan status 

Rural 

Subigrban • 

Orbasi 



School days 
per year 


1 Credit classes | 
I per day^ | 


Minutes per 
credit class 


Minutes of 
credit closes 
per day^ 


178.6 


6.1 


51.1 


308.6 


177.5 


6.1 


51^0 


313.0 


179.0 


5.8 


50.9 


295.1 


179.1 


5.9 


53.2 


311.4 


• 

180.2 


6.0 


44.8 


267.2 


177.8 


6.0 


51^2 


305.7 


177.9 


5.8 


54.9 


319.8 


176.7 


6.3 


53.2 


336.3 


177.4 


6.1 


51.8 


315.7 


179.0 


5.9 


49.7 


295.4 


179.0 


5.9 


51.2 


298.9 



by ttdre than 50 percent of students. 

^Calculated fron the nuaber of credit class periods per day and the ma:a^ nuiiber of minutes per 
period. 
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Table S.--Dlstricts with policies of homework 

and with district -wide grading policies » by district characteristics: 
United States » 1985 



District - 
characteristic 

- 


j Percent of districts with 


1 Policies requiring the | 
1 regular assignment of j 
! of homework ( 


District-wide 
grading 

Dollcles 


All districts with 


- - - - 






34 


57 


District size 








30 


si 


2i500 - 9i999 ............ 


41 


55 




51 


56 


..zi : z:: 

Region 








53 


51 


Great Lakes and Plains .^r 


28 


53 




35 


78 




30 


57 


Metropolitan status 








27 






44 


49 




57 


62 
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tablt 6. ••Availability of prograaa^ policias^ and practicas to iaprova acadaaic achiavMmt and araluation of thalr affacC: Onitad StatM, 1985 

















'■ - - 


Farcant of d 


Utricta that 




Haan- 


Prograa» practical or policy 




Institutad 


Institutad 




avatuation 






pro^M fii 


propM in 


Institutad 


of 




Had prbgTM 


i98i-62 or 


1981-82 or 


progrsB 


prograa^ 




in 198S 


aarliar and 


aarliar and 


aftar. 








Hava iioC 


havi 


1981-82^ 








aug^Mitad it^ 


■nflpiintad it^ 














. . . . 


— 


facial ■cadMlr ar hi a?— it. pin^fi 














75 


ft 
zz 


31 


47 


: .: 
I>3 




6 


29 


20 


SI 


1:4 


Wn ■ n 1 ■ 1 jt4ak1jM^ M^M4^M*4#4aMa ^ - tinji n r- «m1 1 \ 


41 


ZZ 




S8 


1*2 


ttta of istnietiloaal tlH 












.. ._ ._ . 


90 


16 


a 




1.3 




69 


19 


30 


SI 


1.2 




8$ 


13 


S3 


S4 


^-^ 




43 


1 c 


3Z 


33 


1*2 














Snitiativaa in aath* 8ei«ica» and taefanoloiy *.* 


72 


s 


30 


66 


l;4 






6 


29 


6S 


1:4 


>■ MM^Mii^ji^^ l-tHn foi* diHt^M in (avflMoka 


73 


IS 


3f 


48 


1*1 




63 


10 


2h 


66 


i.4 


Ite^iixaMBta for inaarrica crainint &> affaetiva claasrboa 














69 


11 


3S 


S4 


1.3 


Taiting and raqjOMHCi 














39 


le 


32 


SO 


i.o 


MiiilBV inda ragnfft—ita for partie^atioa ta asteawrieuUr 














81 


31 


40 


29 


0.9 



^Basad oil mater of diatricti tbat bad Um prograB lii 1984-65. PsrcaiiU iay not add to 100 bacausa of rounding. 
Haaad on a S-point scala ranging froa '*-2'* (atrong nsgativa affact) to *'^2" (atrong poaitiva affact). 
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Iabl«i 7.— >Avmilabili^ of progrw^ policiu^ and pnetiees to iqirdve academic «u:Ueveaieht» \^ 
district %ixmi Iftiitad Statiii, 1985 















District size 




Prograa» practice, or policy 










Less tbah 


1 2>500- j 


10,000 




2>500 


I 9^999 1 or more 






(Percent) 




Special acadeoic achieveoent prograaa 








- - - 

Gifted and talented or advanced placenent 


68 




97 




2 


7 


23 




38 


46 


63 


Use of ihstructionai tiae 

______ 










87 


96 


94 




67 


72 


71 




83 


ae 






38 


56 


58 


rmproifeMSiit of instructional quidity 










67 


82 


88 




84 


92 


97 


RrcdMihdationi Tor changes in tesetbbbks 


71 


77 


78 


Requireaants for students to hove sc»re Writing experience^ ....... . 


56 


80 


75 


RequiriMnts for inservice training in effective classroom 










67 


73 


79 


testing and requirHints 










^3 


51 


66 


Nihisuii grade requiraaehts for participation in extracurricular 










83 


77 


70 
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Tabitt 8 ••-Availability of program^ policiesi and practices to inprove academic achievenoit^ 
by netropolitah statue: (toited States, 1985 



Pro gram , practice, or policy 



Hetropolitah status 



Special arademic acbi< 



it programs 



Gifted and_ taleatid or. advmced piacsient 

^eciaiised academic fai^ spools ......................... 

Special diploma or recognitioii (ottar than honor roll)...., 

Use of instructional time 

Pro graii to i^>roye studmt attendance .....mn.i 

Study. imis insi^uction^^aav . . 
Practices to reduce classroom disruption. .................. 

Reduction in avenge class sise ........................... 

lifrroyeMnt of instructional quality 

IhitiativM in nth^ scimce^ md tec&ibibgy 

Oi^^uinrefon.^. 4^ 

Recoamendations for chafes in textbooks .................. 

Raqutremmts for students to have more writing esq>erience.. 
RequizpHlts for iilservice training in effective classroom 



Testing and requirements 

Constancy test requirHmts for graduation 

Minimum grade regtitrlnti Tor participation in extracurricular 
activitiei 







Urban 


Rural 


1 Suburban | 




(Percent) 




68 


84 


98 


3 


6 


25 


2»0 


43 


51 


87 


94 


98 


67 


72 


77 


82 


90 


85 




49 


50 


66 


8i 


90 


82 


94 


97 


70 


76 


83 


59 


69 


82 


70 


65 


88 


33 


46 


66 


84 


75 


72 
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Table 9.— Availabiiity of prograosy policies , and practices to ii^rore acadaic achieveoent, by region: 
United States, 1985 





Region 


Program, practice, or policy 












North 


1 Great Latces | 


West aiid 


J 


Atlantic 

. - 


1 and Plains | Southwest 


Southwest 








(Percent) 






Special acadaeic achieveaant programs 












90 


60 


90 


77 




6 




9 


3 


S|)ecial diploma or recognition (other than honor roll) 




38 


58 


34 


Use of instructibnai tine 












1 1 
92 


85 


88 


96 




82 


65 


61 


7b 




88 


82 


81 


89 




52 


35 


51 


46 


IiHH uviMisnt of instructional tfuality 










Initiatives in math, science, and technology 


83 


64 


71 


77 




90 


81 


82 


94 


Recommsndatiohs for changes in textbooks 


76 


ii 


71 


72 


Requirements for students to bnre more writing es^erience^..... 


81 


50 


58 


74 


Requirements for inservice trainii^ in effective classroom 












69 


56 


90 


77 


Testing and xequirwinte 










Coopetehcy test recfuiremants for graduation ................... 


49 


17 


57 


57 


Nihiaum. grade requirements for partic^tion in extracurricular 












78 


79 


75 


89 
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tsbltt id.— Standard •srors of Ml«ct*d iumm 



Icm I Estiaats \ SUndard •rror 



Nnn noBtar of erodita roootrod for ^adoation: 



Xn t9d«-8S, Alt dlitrtcU ..................... Z0.3 ;t 

In l9i4-85» uriMia dlitricti 20.5 .3 

In im-as, nsmt districts ................................................... zo.Z ;t 

in I9il-l2, ail diitrieti 19.7 .1 

Ccpcetcd in 1987-68, all dismets ............................................ zi.o .i 

mm naibv of fubjoet exwditm rs^i^rid for paduadon in 1984 -as : 

ifec&ftatlca, all diit^ts 1.9 M 

fjirhiiitica» Swithaaat dlitricti: Z.2 .07 

Hirh— arlra, (&«a£ Uttas and Ptaina dlitricta ................................. 1.7 ;0S 

Seifneit ail diitrieti .........,.> 1.8 .03 

l^^^^^^f^^ daericU .......................................... 3.8 :02 

Social itttliai/hiitory^ all dlitricti z.8 .02 



Pareant of all diatricta raquiring 23 or aora cradita for graduation: 



In 1981-12 7.8 1.4 

In^IW-85 .................................................................... 11.7 i.7 

bpactad in 1987-88 19.7 1.8 



Haaa nabar of: 



Sdiool d^ par yaar^ all dUtricta 178.0 .1 

^^^^J^^^^jB^J^i_*^^A^^^^ 6.1 .04 

Hinutaa of cradit clmaa par day, all districts .............................. 308.6 l;9 

9f ^^^^ 9^?Hf ^» '^^ Atlantic dUtrieti 267.2 4.5 

Hinutaa of cradit classas par day. Hast and Soatttwoat diatricta ............... 336. 3 3; 3 

Parewt of districts vith policias raqoirini tla riiular asatgitMnt of howrrorfc; 



All dismcts ................................................................. 34.0 l;9 

%iil diitrieti , 30.2 2.9 

isii districts .«...«......................... .......................... ...... 51.3 s.5 



Pareant of dis&icti t&at had t&i foIlovliiB piagraaa, praetleaa, or policiaa to 
iaprsva aradsBlr acfaiwint in 19B4-8Ss 



Praetleaa to raduea claaarooa disruptioiii all diatricta 84.5 1.7 

Otf t ad mi taliiifaa or adywiead plirwiiit pinjilM, all diatricta ............. 74. 6 1.8 

RaqulraBHita for atudanu to taava aora vriting axparianea^ all diatricta 63.1 2.0 

Goapabn^ tait raqyigMnts ^ gxaduatioh, all diatricta ..... 39.0 1.9 

Oirrieulta rafoca^ saall distrieu 83.8 2.5 

W^lirjMnts tot studoitts to ticva ina vriti^t aiparianca, Nbrth Atlantic 

distriets 81.5 4.3 

!^^ial diploM or icidaiic iw^ntnitioh, urban diitrieti 50.5 7.0 

Un^aviluatiM-ratifl^ fbilovii^ pcogriii, prictieai, or pbliciai to 

iaprofa aradwte ai lilaiMMitt 



Stady skills tnstsoetlQn, all districts ....................................... 1.2 ;03 

iaqulraiiBti for itudiiiti to liafa apca vritins ai^ariaiieat all diatricta 1.4 .04 

NialouB pads twqfOxmmtM for pactieipatilii in axtnotfriailar aetimiaa, 

all diitrieti .9 .04 



IIOtt>-»8tadStiCT laad in tm ripoit «a wiSjact to laiplii^ wiability, «f ii^t^_it^Md amr of a 
atatist^c (a aaasuxa of ttaa variation dua to tsaplint) cm ba uaad to asaaiaa tlia praeiaion obtainad in a 
pMtlail « i^ la. If all pofilM iaplM^^ra witfayad liidar ai lil ar cbaditionst intarfila ot_l'§i^_ - z 
staadscd arreis balav to 1.645 standard arrors alMnra a partieolar atatistic would ineloda tlia afarafs rasalt of 
^ia iiaplM ia^^l^xiiataly 90 pai?caat of tiM casas. i^r mipla» for tba fint tabla (iaan 

nuabar of cradits taquirad for graduation in 1984-85), a 90 pareant eonfidaoea intarval ia froa 20. 1 to 20;S 
l^.i * i.m tiiii .y. If jba_p«e^dm=wm loUwad lor ovary possibla aaipia, about 90 pareant of 
tha intsrfala would iaeloda tte avaraga froa all possibla aaaplas. 
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l^SHtNGfON, O.ti 20202 



Foe* jipprovMl . 
Om Mo. 1SM^«77 
Add. Cto. 10/B> 



SUMCT QF^CHOQt&ISflltCrS m HIGH SCHOOL 
ACAOCNIC IKOatllDClirS/tNtrtArD^CS 



Thu riiprt ifisiCtiortad by law (20 U.S.C. 1221t»1). i»iiU you mn not 
nqnif&io mpondv-your coap*rat4on la naadad to aaka tha raaulta of 
thia aufvay c a apcaha watya, accurata. and tfaly. 



pium Aoiswcir ONiy Fw itfei-stKSSts^ in 

FBgligD PTKrS tr STAIL W UMIUCIL 



e-OtSWCl. SHOWING THE 

-iNiilAilvcs; : 



I. for aaeti of tha Itmn baXow, aiitar Iha appropriata hi«bara f^r h{9H achoola in your diatriet for 19SA-8$. 

A; ^uAir of Khadulad dayi par ictiobl yair «han iCudanti ira praaanC li thii in incriiii iinci 1982? 

_ ClYii HoG 



B. Nuabar of cridit cilia pirtodi pir day tikan by aofa thin MB of aeudanta (aieludinq lunch^ itudy hali; iCe.) ^ 

C. Avara^a ma^ar of alngtaa par eradU elaaa pariod 

0. ta ttiara a ronal dlatrtct policy ra^iirin^ rogular aaalgnMnt of hM«rfc? L.| Yaa (^| No 



tl. for aacft"Of thr aalactad at^ijact a ba ioa^, antar tha Camagta uniia of cradU triat aara or wil 1 oa^ raquirad of aaniora 

graduating- in-aocfi of ttia tliraa-ipaclliad-yaara^-lba flguraa providad-iii-^iuan-S-rapraaaht-your-diatrictia-raaporiaa to 

a 1f t2 fuss aurvay. !Ha; jaay^or ify.not^hava appliad^to that yaar'a graduating aaniora. Plaaaa add or corract, aa 

naeaaoary* ao that thay do apply to aaniora graduating in 1982. 

Chaek.^i^.or-?ae?-to icdlciti liMthar-yoiv raqutHMhti ara 6aaad oh.initi aqulvilaht to Cirnaoli Qhita (iihiaia of 
200 ctaaa ainutaa/Mak (279 for lab) for M «aalca)t (^j Yaa (^| No 



Salictid HI<^ Sdwbl Subjacti 


Unita of CfMlit Raouirad for Sm 


niora Graduatinq ini 


1982 


1989 


1988 


A. HathMtica 








0. Scianca 








C. Coaputar acianca 








0. Cnglltfi/languaga arU 








C. Social atuiias/tiiatory 








f. feraM^ languaga 








6. total for grikiotian 








H* lotai-prrietoiiy ragiiirad far ebllaoa bbini/ 

tonaro Btodanta. tr^diffarant frv C^ 









-foahtehqi 



rdo thaoa-iwquira— ita apply'y 



j — t Othar 



III. Ih ia gw at.lon addraiaaa oaaaia-aa Kiich achool diatricta oight tafca aijh Jhaigoal of □topiwir^ laamlng balow ara 

a-Otfifeor oC-atratag4aa to accoopliah-thia.— In-Sactiod A«-indicata i^thor aach-of th a policiaa» progria, or praetieaa 
aoa inotitutad in 19t1-82 or baforo by antaring tfMctca tftdar "ya^ or "no" In tha approprlata cel(*na. 



In Sactlon B, Indlcata liiathor tha policy or progra in aach araa haa baan U titutad or augaantad ainca 1981-82. 

In Saetim C^m a acala^ -2 to «^ Micata^^ aHtont to rfiich ( iaLjggg£:ggjnlon ) tha policy et(«iga, if any, haa or 
■lll-hova O-poaUlva-Ot oagafclm affact.ah-laarhing. (-2 s_atrong nagativa arractf -1 ■ oodarataly nagatUa; 0 * no raat 
ai ♦I B oodarataty poaltlvai ^2 > atrong poaitiva affact). 



Policy, Program PfiCtica Ralatlng 
to High Schoela 



Spociol Aeadaale AehlavaoanI Pragraa— 



2r-5oactaliiad acaflaoic hia^ achogla 



3.- SpocioUdlelflBO or othor racoghltioh (othor than 



b. Uoa of Inotrvetional TiM 

2. Study iki I lo-liiot ruction, aa part of othar oouraaa 



Siftatohtial 1 iadictioh.. In c loaoroba. dlihjpt iflsi. 
(«.g.t rootrictiono an uaa of intarcai, atudant 
dtactollna Bolieirl 



*. ioAicod oaaraw cliao alia 



faprenaaant of Inotruetiowol Huallty __ _ _ 

1. foUlattvar^^oth, acima^, taduMlogy (a.g., 
aoraltriIiilagJf6r-oath, aciodco taachara, prlvata 
aoctor iwooora^. eouraa anrichoant) 



Acadfoie curricytuo refonxicai^iifrooithat includad 
in ita c*j. abeva (a.g*, objactlvaa aiAatahtiaiiy 
foviaad for acadaaic eouraoai aora aeadaaic couraaa 



9. ra«tbooti rocaaaandatlono (a.g.r Mlactlan-critaria 

at.fthgthMad, aalaction cycia Aortanad, funding 
^ i'*'?— ^ 



4. fblicir ra^iirlng atudanta to hovo aora axparianca 

iW-writlBft 



9. Policy roqul ring tao c har iooarvico training in oara 





.ffaetiva ( 



rtfto tadwlauoo/cto 



i. raotlng and IBguiraaahta 



2. Policy roquirlng oinlauB grada loval to partlcipata 
In aatf^curricular acttyitiaa 



•* OthoHa) Spoeify 



Inst I tut ad 
in 1981-iZ 
or bpfora 



YES 



Inatitutad 
«r "ogwintad- 
_j?lnca 1981-82 



YC5 



Your opinioni 
Changa _ haa/ vil 1 : Ha»a 
naoatiwa-orpoaiUva 
afract on laaming 

mtl -2 to 



IV. Do you hova a dlatriet-wida policy for aaoigning gradaa (i.a., that all taacharo aro auppoaad to follow)? (_j Yaa | | No 

If vis, liiat kind of policy ia it? \^\ Grading talativa ta _ |^| 



awaraga-patfonianra of 
claaa (on a curva) 

£j bthar (Spacify) 



oluta grading acala 
laccotding to a fisad 
atv^ard) 



Hrmn Caoplati ng fom , 
•I Diatriet 



titla . 



Statai 
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